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Dear Honors alumni, stuDents anD FrienDs:
In 2017, images surround us. In fact, it is often hard to escape the constant 
barrage of photos and videos that fill the screens of our phones and 
computers. In addition, with the popularity of filters, can one ever be sure 
if that selfie actually looks like the person it is supposed to depict? I say 
all of this not to sound a “get off my lawn” complaint (or to bring back the 
flip phone), but to introduce an issue of HONORSlink that focuses on photo-
graphic images. Unlike many of the images that we see each day, however, 
the pictures in this issue are beautiful. In some cases, they also bring a 
sense of peace, or make the viewer reflect on his or her place in the world.
In addition to a few Honors staff contributions, both current Flyers and 
alum Honors students are responsible for most of the images contained 
in this issue — yet another reminder that the members of the UD Honors 
Program have many talents. You will see photography from engineers and 
students; from those in the health professions, business and academics; and 
from full-time artists, designers and writers. So enjoy a look at some very 
special images taken in locations that range from Dayton to Duluth, from 
India to Italy, and from the sun to the moon.
                                                                Best regards,
                                                                John P. McCombe, Ph.D.
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Cover Photos
Front: Cityscapes—Toronto, Canada. 
2016 Samantha Monendo ‘20.
Back: Marblehead Fishermen— 
sunset on Lake Erie, Ohio. 
2013 Nicholas Toth ‘11.
News and notes from the University of Dayton Honors Program
Above: The Door. 2017, Monica Rook ‘18.
Below: Bird’s-eye View of NYC — Empire State Building’s 
86th floor. 2017, Stephanie Miller ‘19. 
FO
C
U
S every picture tells a story
Pictures — we all love tHem. Still, moving, black and white  
or full of color, they stir us, make us laugh and make us think.
In the following pages are some photographs submitted  
by Honors alumni, students and staff. No one should be 
surprised at the depth and breadth we see here as life sends a 
myriad of mirrors and vistas our way as we travel  through it.
So enjoy the view, taking a moment to ponder on or wonder at 
the fabulous faces and places visited here.
4 Focus: Every Picture Tells a Story
Left: Atacama Desert — Salt flats and Andes mountains.  
2016, Andrew Kramer ‘18.
Above: Stall at the weekend market in Gangtok, India.  
2017, Sarah Bergen ‘18.
Below: Simple Beauty — Lily pad flower on a quiet morning on the lake. 
Father’s Day 2017, Chrisopher Spieles ‘88.
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Focus: Every Picture Tells a Story6 town and country
PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: Chicago Sights — Lincoln Park. 
2014, Jacqueline Chmiel ‘21. 
Reflection on Water — Walk to St. Peter’s Basilica, 
Rome. 2017, Jason Miller ‘21.
Center: Rooftop Reflection — Assisi, Italy. 2016, 
Maria Ollier Burkett, UHP staff. 
The Kardynal — Cardinal Wyszynski at St. Joseph the 
Guardian Church, Warsaw. 2015, Greg Calhoun ‘08.
Bottom: Serenity — A ski resort in Lo Barnechea, Chile. 
2017, Anamaria Karrels ‘16. 
A Walk Through the Forest. 2016, Gianna Pieroni ‘21.
PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: The Common Grounds of Oxford. 2016, Jason Miller ‘21.
Misty Evening Road. 2016, Monica Rook ‘18.
Center: Mt. Adams at Night — Cincinnati, Ohio. 2016, Monica Rook ‘18.
Duluth Fishermen — Family fishes while a wall of fog rolls in. 2012, Nicholas Toth ‘11.
Bottom: Coast of Sorento — Amalfi Coast, Italy. 2017, Jason Miller ‘21.
Where to Next? — Hanover, Germany. 2016, Dan Prindle ‘12.
Focus: Every Picture Tells a Story 98
PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: Merzouga, Morocco. 2014, Anamaria Karrels ‘16.
High Tea — Petersham Nurseries Cafe in rural London. 2017, Vanessa Carey ‘19.
Center: The Road Home — The simple, hard-working lifestyles of Costa Ricans. 
2011, Carol Pitzer ‘83.
Bottom: Strangers’ Prayers — Candles lit in the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem 
by tourists and pilgrims, representing unspoken prayers. 2015, Greg Calhoun ‘08.
Sitting on a Sand Dune — On the tallest dune in the Great Sand Dunes National Park, 
Colorado. 2017, J. Ryan Kronk ‘19. 
PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: Shadows Through the Trees — Cascading reflections of eclipsed 
sun through Kentucky trees on center line of total eclipse. 2017, 
Julianne Morgan, ‘13.
Cicada Emerging by Streetlight. 2014, Danielle Voirol ‘05.
Center: Cabbage White (Pieris rapae). 2014, Danielle Voirol ‘05.
Bottom: God Is in the Silence — A peaceful sanctuary during a Red 
Cross disaster response mission in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  
2012, Carol Pitzer ‘83.
Believe — ”...as if a lens into whatever dreams might lie beyond the 
here-and-now.” Etched plate by photograper, 2012, Carol Pitzer ‘83.
singularity
ventures
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PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: From Another Time — A photo snapped through a slide viewer “cap-
turing my grandfather’s beaming grin from a time before I knew him.”
2015, Andy Kelly ‘12.
Finn McCormick Kelly — “My son at six-months. His personality continues 
to build and grow with those cheeks not far behind.” 2017, Andy Kelly ‘12.
Center: Lessons Finished! — Marianist REDS School, Ranchi, India. 2017, 
Caroline McCahey ‘18.
Bottom: Covent Gardens — Global Flyers Vanessa Carey and Anna Pierce 
at lunch in London. 2017, Vanessa Carey ‘19.
The Bodleian — Global Flyer Elizabeth Turnwald at the Oxford University 
library. 2017, Elizabeth Turnwald ‘18.
PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: Biking — Mother and child in Zomba, Malawi. 2017, Libby Durnwald ‘15.
Adam — At Wegerzyn Gardens, Dayton, Ohio. 2016, Monica Rook ‘18.
Center: Mugging for the Camera — Chaminade Scholars having fun in Italy. 
2017, Victoria Schoen, ‘18.
Bottom: Monta — “Sitting together we shared love, in our laughs we shared love, 
in our silence we shared love, in our tears we shared love. In our distance, we share 
love.” 2017, Noelle Rizzo ‘19.
Aiden. 2017, Dr. Nancy Miller, UHP staff.
Kelly. 2017, Dr. Nancy Miller, UHP staff.
faces
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PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: Hometown — South Haven, Michigan. 
2017, Samantha Monendo ‘20.
Crouching Leopard — From a family safari in Tanzania. 
2016, Michael Redman ‘85.
Center: Umbrian Oasis — Assisi restaurant. 
2016, Maria Ollioer Burkett, UHP staff.
The Mason-Powell Street Cable Car — San Francisco. 
2017, Dr. Nancy Miller, UHP staff.
Bottom: Cow and Terraced Rice Field — Patuk Village, 
Sukkim, India. 2017, Sarah Bergen ‘18.
Cubs Win! — Wrigley Field after 2016 World Series. 
2016, Jacqueline Chmiel ‘21.
The Washington Monument. 
2017, Dr. Nancy Miller, UHP staff.
PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: The Giraffes — From a family safari in Tanzania. 
2016, Michael Redman ‘85.
Bridge to Mackinac. 2015, Jacqueline Chmiel ‘21.
Center: The Rekjavik Chapel — Iceland city’s tallest point. 2017, 
J. Ryan Kronk ‘19.
Bottom: Crashed on Sólheimasandur Beach — Iceland’s beautiful, 
lush landscape against the black sand beach at the 1973 crash 
site of American military plan. 2016, Cara Rasmussen ‘21.
Going Home. 2016, Gianna Pieroni ‘21.
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PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: Past Messages — Telephone pole 
in Italy. 2017, Lucy Bratton ‘18.
Enveloped in Grace — LaVerna, Italy. 
2016, Maria Ollier Burkett, UHP staff.
Center: Old Balloon. 
2017, Lucy Bratton ‘18.
Interconnected Plant Life — Italy. 
2017, Lucy Bratton ‘18.
Bottom: Reaching for the Sun — Italian 
succulents. 2017, Lucy Bratton ‘18.
Reflections of God’s Handiwork — “A creek 
in a nearby park glowed with fantastic 
color coupled with reflections from above.” 
2012, Carol Pitzer ‘83.
Top: New Energies Forum — Students from the Sustainability Studies in Berlin program visited Feldheim, a village that produces energy for the whole village with only 
renewable sources. 2016, Anne Fitz ‘19.
Center: Entering the Storm — Leaving the Greek island of Samos as the storm is coming into port. 2017, Jason Miller ‘21.
Bottom: Pier 39 — Downtown San Francisco skyline from Fisherman’s Wharf. 2017, Dr. Nancy Miller, UHP staff.
texture
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PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: Delicate Arch — Arches National Park, Utah. 2016, Bethany Huelskamp ‘09.
Angels’ View of Zion — Zion National Park near the top of Angel’s Landing “which is an 
intense hike, the end of which involves holding onto chains on the side of the canyon with 
nothing but a few inches of canyon and a drop-off behind you.” 2017, Stephanie Miller ‘19.
Bottom: A Great View — Seljalandsfoss, Iceland “where the waterfall is famous for having a 
giant cave behind it to explore.” 2017, J. Ryan Kronk ‘19.
Cincinnati Sunrise — As seen from Price Hill. 2015, Nicholas Toth ‘11.
PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: Colter Bay — Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming. 2016, Bethany Huelskamp ‘09.
Isafjörður — Coastal town in Iceland. 2017, J. Ryan Kronk ‘19.
Bottom: The Height — Sleeping Bear Dunes, Lake Michigan. 2016, Samantha Monendo ‘20.
Cornmarket Street — After a rainy day at one of the most popular shopping districts in Oxford, 
England. “In the distance is Tom’s Tower, a 17th-century bell tower that belongs to Christ 
Church College.” 2017, Elizabeth Turnwald ‘18.
natural
wonders
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PHOTOS LEFT TO RIGHT
Top: Night Dreaming — Saint Maarten. 
2016, Samantha Monendo ‘20.
Delicate Arch in Rain — Arches National Park, Utah. 
2017, J. Ryan Kronk ‘19.
Center: Hocking Hills. 2016, Monica Rook ‘18.
The Highlands — Iceland. 2017, J. Ryan Kronk ‘19.
Bottom: Nothing Higher than a Flyer! — Canyonlands National 
Park, Utah. 2017, J. Ryan Kronk ‘19.
OPPOSITE:  Colorado Milky Way — Pine forest in the Rockies. 
2012, Nicholas Toth ‘11.
Adam Costello: Engineering Art 2120
aDam costello ‘19, a third-year 
mechanical engineering major, 
wants to change the perception of 
creativity in engineering. When 
people think of creative fields, it is 
often art, theatre or film that come 
to mind. Costello believes people 
should think of engineering as well.
“We’re faced with a different 
kind of creativity,” said Costello. 
“Engineers are solving problems 
that don’t often have solutions, so 
you’re thinking in a different way 
that most people don’t associate 
with creativity. It’s not colorful, and 
we’re not painting anything, but 
we’re using tools to solve different 
sorts of problems.”
Costello finds creativity in all 
aspects of his life. From the 
classroom to the workplace, he 
has discovered the different ways 
that engineers use creativity. One 
of the major ways is through the 
visual aspects of the field. Working 
with physical constraints is an 
important facet of engineering, 
and Costello finds that he and his 
fellow engineers must be creative 
with space, kinematics and, in some 
cases, the overall visual appeal. 
He especially sees this applied 
creativity in his co-op at Silfex.
“Right now at my job, I’m working 
in manufacturing,” Costello said. 
“So my creativity is ‘hey, this 
process is creating a lot of scrap 
and we want to reduce it,’ and they 
tell me to go out and find a solution. 
I talk to people, look at machines … 
I’m using creativity in that way.”
Not only does 
Costello use 
creativity in 
his job, but it 
is part of his 
everyday life. 
Over the past 
couple of years, 
he has honed 
his skills in the art of film photog-
raphy. He credits his father, an avid 
photographer, for getting him into 
the craft. He recalls his first time 
taking photos was actually with his 
father’s camera; after that, he was 
hooked. The initial interest in film 
photography, however, came from 
obtaining his grandfather’s old film 
camera.
“I read a lot of things online about 
how film photography is a great way 
to challenge yourself in such a fast-
paced life,” Costello said. “You’re 
forced to think about every shot and 
make every one count.”
After continuously practicing with 
the film camera, Costello decided to 
take a film class. This experience 
allowed him not only to get his art 
credit fulfilled, but to expand his 
knowledge in something he truly 
enjoys doing. As he continues to 
better himself at his craft, he also  
seeks to define his style. He enjoys 
photographing landscapes and 
portraits, and he loves to focus on 
small details.
While many may not draw a 
connection between photography 
and engineering, Costello sees 
several links between the two, 
citing the mechanical process of the 
camera as interesting in itself. “The 
mechanical process of a camera as 
an engineer is very fascinating,” 
Costello said. “Just how it controls 
the amount of light going into it, 
and how the shutter works and all 
that. More artistically, it forces me 
to slow down and think. A lot of 
engineers that I’ve noticed in my job 
like to rush into things, so it reminds 
me to not rush to the first solution 
you find.”
Costello says that he plans to 
continue expanding his photo-
graphic abilities in the years to 
come, and in that, share what he 
sees in the world around him with 
others.
Emily Battaglia ’20
Photographs courtesy of Adam Costello ‘19.
STUDENT
ENGINEERING ART
Discovering Beauty: Chaminade Scholars Focus on Italy 2322
2017 Italy. Photos courtesy of Lucy Bratton, Heather Leuer, 
Victoria Schoen and the 2018 Chaminade Scholar class.
FO
C
U
Son Italy
discovering beauty
in faith
in food
in fun
in fancy
Discovering Beauty: Chaminade Scholars Focus on Italy24
2017 Italy. Photos courtesy of Lucy Bratton, Heather Leuer, 
Victoria Schoen and the 2018 Chaminade Scholar class.
in figures
in flora
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Claire Bowman and Annie Brinkman: Art and Social Change News and notes from the University of Dayton Honors Program 2726
wHen one tHinks oF an 
intensive 12-week researcH 
Program designed to assist partici-
pants with their undergraduate 
thesis, one might not think of art. 
Annie Brinkman ’19 and Claire 
Bowman ’19, both Berry Summer 
Thesis Institute (BSTI) partici-
pants, prove otherwise. The two 
UD Honors juniors are using their 
research and art to present social 
problems in a new medium and to 
inspire different perspectives. They 
show how creativity blended with 
research can create dialogue about 
social issues and use their talents to 
make others think about their world 
and their limited perception of it.
Getting to the truth of a space is 
crucial for graphic design student 
Annie Brinkman. For some, impov-
erished areas may conjure a vision 
of hooded figures, illicit substances 
and the echoes of gunshots. This 
rhetoric shapes opinions on margin-
alized areas, and it can reinforce 
common misconceptions. Yet, 
few middle-class citizens visit the 
corners of their communities that 
are often perceived as undesirable. 
Without regard for the thoughts of 
actual residents, a neighborhood’s 
character is assumed.
This past summer, Brinkman 
began researching design and local 
communities with BSTI. The project 
took her to Dayton’s Twin Towers 
neighborhood, an area that features 
immense historical and cultural, if 
not material, wealth. She asserts 
that learning the personal stories 
of the Twin Towers neighborhood 
provided invaluable insights. She 
recalls one local woman who shared 
an oral history of the neighborhood’s 
decline while also expressing enthu-
siasm for the area’s future.
Brinkman believes it is a balance 
of understanding both insider and 
outsider views that produces the 
most accurate portrait. She calls 
this principle “perception of place,” 
and it informs her social perspective 
and research methods; however, 
she believes a focus on the insider’s 
perspective should most inform a 
place’s design.
“To be a good designer…you need to 
be creating…not just for people, but 
with them,” Brinkman said. When 
she enters a community, Brinkman 
sets aside her preconceptions and 
allows the inhabitants to speak for 
themselves. Rather than imposing 
external assumptions, she wants 
to know how the residents of an 
area see themselves and their 
environment.
She collected the senses and 
stories that inform her work by 
partnering with 
Twin Towers 
residents, 
external 
services and 
programs. 
“When you are 
creating art or 
design, it’s not 
solely just you creating something 
that you think is beautiful, but it’s 
about including those factors that 
really inform the content.”
Brinkman places people at the 
center of her design philosophy. 
Technical skills, including fluency 
in the languages of typeface and 
color, provide only one aspect 
of effective design. “I know my 
personal style of design wouldn’t be 
something that the [Twin Towers] 
neighborhood needs. I know that the 
typeface would be more humanistic 
in nature, and the colors would 
be more centered on warmth,” 
Brinkman said. “And I’d be creating 
an environment that shows safety 
and nurturing and things that [the 
Twin Towers neighborhood] might 
not have now.”
Twin Towers neighborhood. 
Photograph courtesy of A. Brinkman 2017.
Brinkman’s research shows that 
the most representative artwork 
stretches its roots into a place’s 
identity. It portrays truth for the 
residents of Twin Towers. The 
neighborhood may display signs 
of struggle, but understanding 
the lives and environment of its 
residents is necessary to perceive a 
place to the heart of its foundation.
Claire Bowman, a fine arts major, 
also participated in BSTI last 
summer. Normally, a thesis culmi-
nates in a final paper or research 
presentation, but in Bowman’s case, 
her final product will be six original 
works of art revolving around the 
theme of feminism.
BSTI gave Bowman an excellent 
environment and structure to 
research past works of feminist 
artists, which challenged her 
creatively and provided insight into 
how artists approached the topic of 
feminism. “The program allowed me 
and the other students to get a head-
start on our research. It provided 
time for trial and error, which really 
helped me figure out the direction 
of my thesis,” 
Bowman said.    
Having time 
to focus her 
studies on 
feminist artists, 
writers and 
poets allowed for an easy transition 
to personal creation. For example, 
two of Bowman’s works embody 
what she states is the “mental 
corset” women have today. One is 
a picture of her friend and fellow 
Honors student, Lauren Murray, and 
the other is of Bowman’s mother. 
The works are meant to embody how 
ideals of beauty in American culture 
and around the world have morphed 
from physical manifestations, like 
corsets, to mental self-infliction.
For Bowman, the best way she 
can portray contemporary social 
issues is by expressing herself 
through art. Bowman believes art 
is a vehicle for conversation about 
controversial subjects. “I want to 
make art that makes a difference, 
to bring issues to the public sphere 
and spark a conversation.” For her, 
art and social change
If we cannot make 
people LISTEN,  
let’s make them
SEE.
art puts issues in context 
and draws viewers into what 
is within the work of art, 
which can remove precon-
ceived emotions about a 
subject through an objective 
viewpoint. Her works have 
received thought-provoking 
responses, which brings 
Bowman satisfaction.
Bowman wants to utilize 
art’s ability to stimulate 
dialogue to bridge gaps 
between different under-
standings. “In our culture, 
we are so polarized in our 
own echo-chambers that we 
do not listen to others. If we 
cannot make people listen, 
let’s make them see.” Art 
provides a different under-
standing of contemporary 
times, and Bowman says the 
BSTI program has let her 
provide one. She plans on 
taking her education further 
to pursue a Master’s of Fine 
Arts upon graduation.
Will Landers ‘19
Sean Newhouse ‘20
Nate Sikora ‘19
Above: Mental Corset (Lauren) and 
Mental Corset (Diane). Photographs 
courtesy of C. Bowman 2017.
News and notes from the University of Dayton Honors Program
Class of 1984
Christine O’Connor: I visited 
former roomie, Julie Memering 
Zielinski ’85, to do a fun biking event 
in Allentown, Pennsylvania. We 
shared the joy of having teenagers 
and having time off from work to 
spend with our families. We enjoyed 
reminiscing about our adventures  
in Dayton and in Berkeley.
Class of 1986
Susan Borchers: I am a UD  
graduate and former Honors 
student. It was the UD Honors 
Program that allowed me the 
wonderful opportunity to do an 
Honors thesis. I remember it being 
a rather scary notion to perform 
the research and write the thesis, 
but with the help and support 
of the Honors Program and my 
research advisor, Dr. P.K. Bajpai, 
it was a wonderful experience. My 
final thesis still sits proudly on my 
bookshelf in my office. I majored 
in pre-med at UD, and during my 
medical school interview, I was 
told my research on bone cements 
in live rats really impressed them 
and was the major reason why I was 
accepted. 
I eventually graduated from OSU 
[Ohio State University] College of 
Medicine, completed my residency 
at Riverside Hospital in Columbus, 
completed my fellowship at Lahey 
Clinic in Boston, and I have been 
practicing pulmonary and sleep 
medicine now in Columbus, Ohio, 
for the past 22 years. As fate would 
have it, I have triplets who are 
now all attending UD. They are 
all Honors students and are all in 
pre-med! They have all started 
working with their advisers on 
research projects. It is hard for 
them to believe that their mom was 
in the same situation 30 years ago!
I cannot be more proud of my 
triplets or more thankful to the 
Honors Program and the University 
of Dayton for giving me an amazing 
start in my career (and my kids 
too!).
Class of 1998
Darren Nealy: For the past 
four years, I have served as the 
University of Michigan Law School’s 
director of student services. This 
academic year, I began a new role 
at The Ohio State University’s 
Moritz College of Law as the dean 
of students. I am very excited about 
engaging with new colleagues and 
students in central Ohio. In addition, 
earlier in the year I was voted onto 
N
O
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SS
the leadership team of the National 
Association of Law Student Affairs 
Professionals. I will serve as the 
Midwest regional representative for 
NALSAP from 2017 through 2019. In 
I am also currently serving as the 
chair of the student services section 
of the Association of American Law 
Schools.
Class of 2007
Patrick Johnson:  I wrote a book 
called The Physics of Star Wars: 
The Science Behind a Galaxy Far, 
Far Away. It was very fun to write, 
and it is written so that you do not 
need a background in science to 
appreciate and understand it. I am 
also an assistant teaching professor 
at Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C., after receiving 
my Ph.D. in theoretical physics 
from Washington University in St. 
Louis.  
I live in Northern Virginia.
Class of 2008
David King: I live in Washington, 
D.C., with my wife Sarah Hampton 
King ’07, where we are expecting 
our first child in December. Since 
graduation, I have taught secondary 
school chemistry and English in 
Mozambique as a Peace Corps 
volunteer, graduated with Highest 
Honors from the University of 
Chicago Law School and clerked for 
a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the D.C. Circuit. I currently 
work in the Legal Division of the 
Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau.
Class of 2011
Annie (Schuerman) Forrest:  
On Sept. 3, I married Ben Forrest, a 
Wright State University graduate, in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  My UD roommate 
and fellow CORE graduate, Allie 
Aebi (formerly Allie Frost) was 
present as maid of honor.
2928
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Class Notes News and notes from the University of Dayton Honors Program
My Honors Program alum mom 
and I celebrated reunion weekend 
together this summer for our  
thirty- and four-year reunions, 
respectively. I was just married 
on September 2, 2017, to Mark 
Riley, Jr., and four out of my five 
roommates from sophomore to 
senior year at UD (plus several 
other alum pals) were able to 
celebrate with us both in the 
wedding party and as guests!
Class of 2014
Michelle Connor: I went to Tufts 
University for Graduate School for 
my master’s and graduated in May 
2017. I am now the graduate admis-
sions and enrollment coordinator 
for the School of Arts and Sciences 
and School of Engineering at Tufts 
University.
Class of 2017
Mary Beth Turner:  I got married 
on July 1 to another UD grad, 
Michael Jacob!
30
Eric S. Harper:  I successfully 
defended my Ph.D. in materials 
science and engineering on 
September 22, 2017, and moved  
back to Dayton to take a postdoc-
toral position at the Air Force 
Research Lab at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base.
Michelle Tomczyk:  I graduated in 
2011 with my Bachelor of Science 
in physics and had a recent accom-
plishment. I just finished my Ph.D., 
also in physics, at the University 
of Pittsburgh in August 2017. My 
dissertation is entitled “Electron-
Electron Interactions in Complex-
Oxide Nanodevices.” My research 
focused on quantum transport in 
superconducting single-electron 
transistors and electron waveguides 
under the guidance of Prof. Jeremy 
Levy. I just started a postdoctoral 
fellowship at Penn State University 
with Prof. Nitin Samarth studying 
topological insulators toward  
applications in spintronics.
Class of 2012
Katherine Earl: I successfully 
defended my dissertation, “Should 
I Stay or Should I Go? Interests, 
Values, Fit, and Retention 
of Engineering Students” on 
September 1, 2017. I am currently 
working as a psychology intern 
at Purdue University Counseling 
and Psychological Services as a 
therapist to complete my Ph.D. 
requirements. I am set to graduate 
from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign in May 2018 and 
plan to be employed as a counseling 
psychologist in Indiana shortly 
thereafter. Also, I will be getting 
married to Daniel Bolsen on July 21, 
2018, in the Champaign-Urbana area 
with hopefully quite a few Dayton 
Flyers in attendance.
Ron Zeszut: This past year has been 
a busy one for me.  I just graduated 
from Case Western Reserve 
University with a Ph.D. in chemical 
engineering and started a postdoc-
toral position back here at the 
University of Dayton with UDRI.
Class of 2013
Emily (Wilhelm) Riley:  I 
graduated in 2013 with my 
bachelor’s degree in psychology 
and minors in Spanish and family 
development. I have had several 
great job and volunteer experiences 
because of my UD connections and 
education. I stayed on after my 
senior year semester-of-service job 
through the summer at East End 
Community Services in Dayton, 
worked at a behavioral healthcare 
center in Columbus and then taught 
English in a middle/high school in 
Spain for several months. I am now 
employed with SAFY of Dayton as a 
foster care case coordinator and am 
working with foster youth and their 
foster families.
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January
 23 Junior Thesis Workshop Session
 26 Honors Art Exhibit Open House
February
 9 Junior Thesis Workshop Session
 19 DC Flyers Networking Session
March
 9 Honors Student Symposium
 9 2018 Signature Program Cohorts 
Introduced
April
 18 Stander Symposium
May
 5 Honors Graduation Brunch
 6 May Graduation Commencement
 7 Chaminade Scholar Pilgrimage Begins
 16 Global Flyers: London Program Begins
 22 Global Flyers: Oxford Program Begins
 27 DC Flyers Program Begins
June
 3 Global Flyers: India Program Begins
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